1. Prayers for the month of November
A Service of Remembering for the Month of November
(Appropriate music may be used during the candle ceremony and a psalm may be sung between the readings as well as a hymn at the end of the service.)
We gather at this time of year to recall with gratitude those who have passed away and whose memory is dear to us. We remember family, friends, staff members and students who have been part of our school community. While we may have sadness in our hearts that they are no longer with us, we trust that we can hand our dear ones over to the eternal Father in whose loving presence they will live forever.
(Students and/ or staff may be invited to light a candle in memory of named loved ones or members of the school community who have died in the last year)
Readings:
A Reading from the Book of Proverbs 6:20-22
Honour the wisdom of those who went before you.
Bind it ever to your heart
Tie it around your neck.
When you walk, it will lead you,
When you lie down, it will watch over you,
When you wake it, it will talk to you!
This is the word of the Lord
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.  (Matthew 11:28-29)
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Reflection
In our Catholic tradition of remembering the dead we are living out our faith in the fact that we belong to a community that goes way beyond our family, our school or our parish. We belong to a community that reaches beyond the grave and which reminds us that: Lover never ends (1Cor 13:8). We belong to the Communion of Saints, the Mystical Body of Christ. This is a community that invites to know that in times of great sadness we are never alone, that we are linked to one another through an unbreakable bond of love. The month of November begins with the two days of remembering which give us a chance to recall this – All Saints Day and All Souls Day. These are days of great hope and love because they invite us to think about how blessed we have been in the family members and friends who have gone before us. They have given us so much and taught us so much and these are treasures that are not lost with the passage of time as the first reading reminds us.
These days also allow us to feel the pain of our loss, something we must do if we are to grieve properly. We are reminded in the Gospel reading that Jesus asks us to not be afraid to bring our burdens to him. He knows our pain and wants us to find our peace in him. These days also encourage us not only to pray for our departed friends but also to pray to them, knowing that through our faith we are linked by a love that never ends.  They also remind us of how we in our school community might support and encourage one another at times of suffering and loss. We are not only a community of teaching and learning we are also a community of care and compassion. So in that spirit let us pray now in faith.
 
Let us pray for those who parted from this life and whose soul continues to live with God.  Let us give thanks for their lives, their gifts and the love we shared.
Lord hear us
We pray for those who are grieving.  Our grief is a sign of our deep love for those we have lost. We ask God to comfort those who mourn and touch the depth of their sadness with tenderness and a sense of peace.  We call on our Mother, Mary to comfort those of us who grieve and to hold us as one who understands our deep loss.
Lord hear us
Lord we remember those who died suddenly or through violence.  We ask you to be with their loved ones in a special way as they come to terms with the tragedy of their loss. We pray in a special way for peace in our world; in our communities and in our homes.  May we learn to love one another with the compassionate love of God.
Lord hear us
We gather all our prayers together as we pray in the words that Jesus taught us
Our Father…
Concluding Prayer: Loving God, we thank you for the opportunity to come together with you to remember those of our families and friends that have gone before us. We trust in your love for all people and pray that each of those we have remembered will always be in your loving presence and that we may know and share your love at all times during our lives. This prayer we make through Christ Our Lord.
_____________________________________
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A School Prayer for the Month of November
 
Honour the wisdom of those who went before you.
Bind it ever to your heart
Tie it around your neck.
When you walk, it will lead you,
When you lie down, it will watch over you,
When you wake it, it will talk to you!
(Proverbs 6:20-22)
 
During this month as we recall with love the memories of dear ones who have gone before us, we ask the living God to grace us with an awareness of how blessed we are:
Blessed with their wisdom that guided us
Blessed with their courage that lifted us
Blessed with their generosity that filled us  
Blessed with their love that formed us.
Gracious God may we in turn not be slow to share the blessings we have received and may we live confidently trusting that in you, life is changed and never taken away.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen
_________________________________________
 
A Reflection for the Month of November
 
“ It has been traditional in Ireland to regard the dead as very close to us who are living. Peig  Sayers, a traditional storyteller who lived on the Great Blasket island off the Kerry coast was once asked where heaven was. In reply she said it was just a few inches above the head of the tallest man on the island. Heaven and earth, like life and death were one in the traditional way of thinking. 
Whether or not Peig realized it, her belief about heaven’s closeness to earth is very similar to the thinking of the great medieval mystic known as Meister Eckhart. When he was asked where does the soul go after death Eckhart said, ‘No place. Where else would the soul be going, where else is the eternal world? It can be nowhere other than here.’ We have somehow managed to lose that sense of the nearness of eternity and to forget that once the soul is free of the body, time and space, distance and separation are meaningless.        (Sr Stanilaus Kennedy: Now is the Time)
 
God our Father
As we remember those who have gone before us this November
Give us the comfort of knowing that they have gone only as far as you
and you are very near. Amen

